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Paul Klee Die Séngerin der komischen Oper (Ausschnitt), 1925, 225, Lithographie, 41,6 x 28,5 cm © Zentrum Paul Klee, Bern
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Fokus. The Musical Klee
20.2.-1.6.2025

Between 20 February and 1 June 2025, in the context of the dynamic permanent
exhibition Kosmos Klee. The Collection, the Zentrum Paul Klee is showing a thematic
focus on the musical aspects in Paul Klee’s life and work in the Fokus room. Featuring
works from the collection, archive material and a selection of pieces of music, the
exhibition examines the connection between music and art in Klee’s work, as well as
his love of classical music.

Paul Klee was distinguished by his twofold talent as artist and musician. Even as a young
man he played the violin in the city orchestra, and later played with his wife Lily, who was a
pianist. This reference to music also found its way into his artistic work. Alongside selected
works and archive materials, the Fokus exhibition 7he Musical Klee also presents pieces of
music from Paul and Lily Klee's record collection, to reveal music as one of the most
important sources of inspiration for Paul Klee's work. The podcast series Paul Klee's Playlist
also sheds light on his personal preferences and his engagement with certain composers
and pieces of music.

Paul Klee is held to be one of the best-known modern visual artists. As a young man,
however, he struggled for a long time with the decision about whether he wanted to be a
painter or a musician. This is apparent, for example, in a letter that he wrote during his
student days to his friend Hans Bloesch:

‘My beloved is and was music, and | only embrace the oil-scented goddess of the brush

because she is my wife.’
Paul Klee to Hans Bloesch, 20 November 1898

Although he ultimately opted for a career in painting, music always occupied an important
place in his life. Paul Klee played chamber music with his wife Lily, went regularly to concerts
and the opera and, with Lily, assembled an impressive collection of records which is being
shown for the first time.



Alongside Paul Klee's artistic work, music meant both relaxation and a major source of
inspiration. The artist transposed several musical aspects into art, and also taught these
during his time at the Bauhaus between 1921 and 1931. In the chapter Siructure of his Theory
of Pictorial Configuration, for example, he addressed the theme of rhythm, with musical
rhythms and beats serving as examples. In his works he deployed these in the form of lines
or planes to structure the picture surface. In some paintings the lines even correspond to the
movement of the conductor’s baton, and are, for example, transformed on the picture
surface into the outline of a ship, as in the watercolour Sailing Ships from 1927 (press picture
02). Klee also translated the musical technique of polyphony - the use of several voices -
into his works. He superimposed transparent layers of paint over one another, and in the
interplay of colour values and contrasts he produced a counterpart to polyphony in music. A
good example of this is the work 7he Light and the Sharpnesses from 1935 (press picture
04).

One particular highlight of the exhibition is a selection of pieces of music that can be heard
on audio stations. These include pieces from Paul and Lily Klee's record collection, along
with works by composers inspired by Paul Klee’s artworks. The latter invite visitors to
rediscover Paul Klee's work from a musical perspective.

Curators of the current display
Fabienne Eggelhofer, Marianne Keller-Tschirren

Exhibition tour Kosmos Klee. The Collection
Sunday, 18 May 2025, 15:00

With the support of
Kanton Bern, Bundesamt flr Kultur BAK, Burgergemeinde

Media tour

We cordially invite you to an individual media tour with curator Fabienne
Eggelhofer at the Zentrum Paul Klee.

To arrange your appointment please contact press@zpk.org.

Podcast Paul Klee’s Playlist

The podcast Paul Klee's Playlist, with 8 episodes featuring selected pieces of music, provide
an insight into Paul Klee's critical engagement with a number of musical compositions.
soundcloud.com/ZentrumPaulKlee



mailto:press@zpk.org
https://soundcloud.com/zentrumpaulklee/sets/paul-klees-playlist

Unpacking Klee on Music

Episode 9 of the short film series Unpacking Klee leads to the depot of Zentrum Paul Klee,
where not only artworks, but also musical scores, records, a violin and even a grand piano are
stored. The short film is shown in the exhibition and on Zentrum Paul Klee's YouTube
channel.

youtube.com/ZentrumPaulKlee

Digital Guide
There is a freely accessible Digital Guide to accompany the Fokus exhibition 7he Musical
Klee. It can be accessed via QR code or guide.zpk.org/en/fokus-Klee-musikalisch

Of0

20 years of the Zentrum Paul Klee!

The Zentrum Paul Klee and the Creaviva are celebrating their 20th
anniversary in 2025. We look back and into the future and celebrate
together with our visitors and neighbours, with founders, sponsors and
supporters, event customers and experts, music aficionados, art and
literature lovers, companions and a programme full of highlights.

Find out more: zpk.org/20.

All visitors born in 2005 can visit the exhibitions free of charge all year
round.


https://www.youtube.com/ZentrumPaulKlee
https://guide.zpk.org/en/fokus-Klee-musikalisch

Welcome to Kosmos Klee!

The dynamic permanent exhibition devoted to Paul Klee invites visitors to immerse
themselves in the life and work of this important modern artist. With some 80 changing
works from the collection, Kosmos Klee offers a chronological survey of Klee’s artistic
career. Biographical and archival material provide an insight into his life and time. In
addition, the ‘focus room’ offers a space for smaller exhibitions devoted to individual
aspects of Klee’s work, or contributions to the artist’s global reception.

The collection

The Zentrum Paul Klee is the world’s most important centre for research into Paul Klee's life
and work, and has one of the most significant collections of the artist’s drawings,
watercolours and paintings. Paul Klee was primarily a draughtsman, which is why 80% of the
collection of the Zentrum Paul Klee consists of works on paper, matching the collected
works. Because of the fragility of the works as well as the large size and diversity of the
collection, only parts of it can be displayed at once. Klee enjoyed experimenting, not only in
terms of content and form but also technically, using light-sensitive paints, inks and papers.
For that reason the works need periods of rest between periods on display.

Kosmos Klee

With Kosmos Klee. The Collectionthe Zentrum Paul Klee offers visitors the opportunity to
immerse themselves in Paul Klee's life and work, as well as in the unique collection of the
institution. Some 80 rotating and chronologically organised works provide an overview of
Klee's artistic development, from the highly detailed early works via tendencies towards
abstraction and the discovery of colour, to the reduced pictorial language of the later work.

Each decade of Klee's artistic career is identified by a colour in the exhibition, allowing
visitors to find their way intuitively around the space. Brief introductory texts, biographical
photographs and films give deeper insights into the different phases of the work and Paul
Klee's engagement with the people around him.



Aside from his works, the Zentrum Klee also preserves the artist’s archive. In the dynamic
permanent exhibition, different treasures from the archive are presented, revealing the
various aspects of Paul Klee's life. His love of music is reflected in his record collection and
the scores that Klee, a gifted violinist, played from. Klee's favourite music can be heard as
part of a podcast in the exhibition. Parts of the artist’s collection of natural materials, including
shells, stones and pages from herbariums, display Klee's close relationship with nature and
natural processes. Other objects include his watercolour box, his schoolbooks, scribbled
over with drawings, as well as letters.

Fokus

One part of some 100 m? in area of the permanent exhibition is reserved for the series Fokus.
Smaller exhibitions focus on particular aspects of Klee's work, present works of artists with
surprising references to Klee and follow the global Klee reception. The current presentation is
dedicated to the musical aspects in Paul Klee's life and work.

Unpacking Klee

Since June 2024, new episodes of the short film series Unpacking Klee are being released
regularly and shown in the exhibition and on the Zentrum Paul Klee's YouTube channel. 10
seqguences guide the viewer through the depot of the Zentrum Paul Klee, which holds not
only art works but also the world’s most comprehensive Paul Klee archive. It includes diaries,
passports, the correspondence, photographs, musical notes, records, a violin and a grand
piano, a collection of natural materials, books, studio utensils and more. Behind the scenes
treasures are unpacked to show what the objects tell us about Paul Klee's life and work.
youtube.com/ZentrumPaulKlee

1. Shells

2. Paul Klee's passports

3. Studio utensils for the coloured paste technique
4. Hand puppets

5. Children’s drawings

6. Catalogues of the artist’'s ceuvre

7. Studio utensils for the spraying technique

8. Photographs of cats

9. Music

10. Schoolbooks

Digital Guide

The exhibition is accompanied by a digital guide offering thematic tours of the exhibition with
changing emphases, a biographical overview and a study of historical and historico-cultural
events and themes that were important to Klee's work.



https://www.youtube.com/ZentrumPaulKlee

Digitorial® on Paul Klee’s travels

The Digitorial® presents five of Paul Klee's most important journeys and illustrates his artistic
development from bewildered student to one of the most important artists of the modern
period. The five chapters are dedicated to the artist’s first journey to Italy in 1901, his 1912
journey to Paris where he visited Robert Delauney, among others, the now legendary study
tour to Tunisia with Louis Moilliet and August Macke, one of Klee's trips to the south to
recover from his teaching activity at the Bauhaus, and the 1928 journey to Egypt that was
made possible by the Klee Society.

mappingklee.zpk.org/en/
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01

Paul Klee

Musiker [Musician], 1937, 197
Watercolour on primed paper on
cardboard

27,8 x 20,3cm

Zentrum Paul Kleg, Bern,
donation Livia Klee

02

Paul Klee

Segelschiffe [Sailing Ships], 1927, 225
Pencil and watercolour on paper on
cardboard

22,8 x 30,2cm

Zentrum Paul Klee, Bern

03

Paul Klee

Landschaft mit Accenten [Landscape
with Accents], 1934, 195

Coloured paste, gouache and
watercolour on paper on cardboard
31 x 48,2cm

Zentrum Paul Klee, Bern

04

Paul Klee

das licht und die Schérfen [The Light and
the Sharpnesses], 1935, 102
Watercolour and pencil on paper on
cardboard

32 x 48 cm

Zentrum Paul Kleg, Bern
05

Paul Klee

Die Séngerin der komischen Oper [The
Singer of the Comic Opera], 1925, 225
Lithograph

415 x 28,5cm

Zentrum Paul Klee, Bern

06

Quintet in the studio of Heinrich Knirr's
art school, Munich (Klee 1st from right),
1900

Photographer unknown

8,7 x121cm

Zentrum Paul Kleg, Bern,

donation Klee Family
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01

Paul and Lily Klee with the cat Bimbo,
Kistlerweg 6, Bern, 1935
Photo: Fee Meisel

02

Paul Klee

Ohnne Titel (Villa am Langensee) [Untitled
(Villa at the Langensee)], 1896
Watercolour on paper

9,9 x15cm

Private collection, Switzerland, deposit at
the Zentrum Paul Klee, Bern

03

Paul Klee

Ohnne Titel (Riickenakt) [Nude from
Behind], 1902

Pencil on paper on cardboard

32,5 x285cm

Private collection, Switzerland, deposit at
the Zentrum Paul Klee, Bern

04

Paul Klee

In den Hausern v. St. Germain [In the
Houses of St. Germain], 1914, 110
Watercolour on paper on cardboard
15,5 x 15,9/16,3 cm

Zentrum Paul Klee, Bern, donation of
Livia Klee


https://www.zpk.org/en/about-us/media
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images:
zZpk.org/en/about- Paul Klee
us/media Tunesische Scizze [Tunisian Sketch],
1914, 212
Al co?yrights are reservtgad.Thg Watercolour and pencil on paper on
complete caption must be use
and &e artwgrk reproduced as cardboard
illustrated. It is only permitted to 17,9 X 12,2 cm
g%%;ﬁﬂgﬁg,ﬁ*;ﬁ;{:‘ggf;;ge of the Zentrum Paul Klee, Bern, donation of
exhibition Kosmos Klee. The Livia Klee
Collection.
06
Paul Klee

Ohne Titel (Fabrikanlage) [Untitled
(Factory Plant)], 1922

Watercolour and pencil on paper on
cardboard

10 x89cm

Zentrum Paul Klee, Bern, donation of
Livia Klee

o7

Paul Klee

Seiltdnzer [Tightrope Walker], 1923, 138
Lithograph

43,2 x 26,8 cm

Zentrum Paul Klee, Bern

08

Paul Klee

Karneval im Gebirge [Carnival in the
Mountains ], 1924, 114

Watercolour on primed paper on
cardboard

24 x 31,3¢cm

Zentrum Paul Klee, Bern
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09

Paul Klee

Fische im Kreis [Fishes in a Circle], 1926,
140

Oil and tempera on primed muslin on
cardboard

42 x 43 ¢cm

Zentrum Paul Kleg, Bern, donation of
Livia Klee

10

Paul Klee

Nordzimmer [North Room], 1932, 17
Watercolour on paper on cardboard
37 x 55 cm

Zentrum Paul Klee, Bern

1

Paul Klee

Doppel gesicht [Double face], 1933, 383
Coloured paste and pencil on paper on
cardboard

33 x21cm

Zentrum Paul Kleg, Bern, donation of
Livia Klee

12

Paul Klee

spéates Glihen [Late Glowing], 1934, 29
Pastel on damask on cardboard

26,8 x32,5/34,3cm

Zentrum Paul Klee, Bern, donation of
Livia Klee
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Exhibition view Kosmos Klee. The
Collection, Zentrum Paul Klee, 2024,
photo: Rolf Siegenthaler,

© Zentrum Paul Klee

14

Exhibition view Kosmos Klee. The
Collection, Zentrum Paul Klee, 2024,
photo: Rolf Siegenthaler,

© Zentrum Paul Klee

15

Exhibition view Kosmos Klee. The
Collection, Zentrum Paul Klee, 2024,
photo: Rolf Siegenthaler,

© Zentrum Paul Klee

16

Exhibition view Kosmos Klee. The
Collection, Zentrum Paul Klee, 2024,
photo: Rolf Siegenthaler,

© Zentrum Paul Klee

17

Exhibition view Kosmos Klee. The
Collection, Zentrum Paul Klee, 2024,
photo: Rolf Siegenthaler,

© Zentrum Paul Klee

18

Exhibition view Kosmos Klee. The
Collection, Zentrum Paul Klee, 2024,
photo: Christine Strub,

© Zentrum Paul Klee
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Biography

1879
Paul Klee was born the son of music teacher Hans Wilhelm Klee (1849-1940) and singer Ida
Maria Frick (1855-1921) on 18 December in Mlnchenbuchsee near Bern.

1898

After finishing his secondary education and wavering between music and painting for a long
time, he decides to study art and goes to Munich where he attends Heinrich Knirr's private
drawing school.

1899
Klee meets his future wife, the pianist Lily Stumpf (1876-1946).

1900
After five months, he breaks off his studies at the Munich Academy in Franz von Stuck's
painting class.

1901
In July, Klee returns to his parents in Bern.

1901/1902
He undertakes a six-month educational trip through Italy with the sculptor Hermann Haller
and experiences a creative crisis in view of the art of antiquity and the Renaissance.

1902-1906
He retreats to his parents' house to study on his own and creates his first reverse glass
paintings and etchings.

1906
After marrying Lily Stumpf on 15 September in Bern, the couple move to Munich.

1907
On 30 September, their son Felix is born.

1911
Klee meets the artists of the Blauer Reiter. August Macke, Gabriele Munter, Wassily
Kandinsky, Marianne von Werefkin, Alexej Jawlensky and later Franz Marc.

1912
17 works of Klee are part of the second Blauer Reiterexhibition in Munich. In April, he travels
to Paris, where he sees Cubist works for the first time and visits Robert and Sonia Delaunay.

1914
In April, Klee travels to Tunisia with August Macke and Louis Mailliet. There, he deepens the
impulses towards abstraction and colour design which he received in Paris.

1916

On 11 March, Klee is called up to the army and, after infantry training, performs his military
service with the aviation unit in Schleissheim near Munich and in Gersthofen. He is able to
continue his artistic work.



1916-1918
Through his exhibitions in the Berlin gallery Der Sturm, he becomes a cult figure of young art
in Germany.

1920

Hans Goltz, who represented Klee in his gallery, organises a first retrospective of 362 works
in Munich. The first Klee monographs are published. In October, Klee is appointed to the
Bauhaus in Weimar by Walter Gropius.

1921
On 13 May, Klee moves from Munich to Weimar and starts teaching.

1923
The Berlin National Gallery organises Klee's first museum exhibition in Germany in the
Kronprinzen-Palais.

1924

Art dealer Galka Scheyer founds the artist group Die Blaue Vierwith Wassily Kandinsky,
Lyonel Feininger, Alexej Jawlensky and Paul Klee and tries to make the artists known in the
U.s.

1925
The Bauhaus moves to Dessau.

Klee takes part in the first surrealist group exhibition La peinture surréaliste in Paris together
with Max Ernst, Joan Mird, Pablo Picasso and other artists.

1926
Klee and his familiy move to Dessau, where they live in one of the two-family houses built by
Gropius for Bauhaus masters with Wassily and Nina Kandinsky.

1928
Klee undertakes a journey through Egypt. The hieroglyphs and the Nile landscape in
particular leave their mark on his work.

1929
Several exhibitions are organised to celebrate Klee's 50th birthday, including in Berlin,
Dresden and Paris as well as at the Museum of Modern Art in New York.

1931
Klee leaves the Bauhaus and takes up a professorship at the Dusseldorf Academy of Art.

1933
Under pressure from the National Socialists, Klee is dismissed from his teaching position. At
the end of the year, he leaves Germany with his wife and returns to his hometown of Bern.

1935
Klee shows the first signs of scleroderma.

1936
His poor state of health makes Klee's artistic work much more difficult.



1937
Klee's art is labelled "degenerate” by the National Socialists and 102 of his works are
confiscated from German museums. 15 of them are part of the exhibition Entartete Kunst.

1939
Despite his poor state of health, Klee's productivity reaches a peak. He creates 1253 works in
just one year.

1940
On 29 June, Paul Klee dies in Locarno-Muralto. His application for naturalisation, which had
been pending until then, is approved on 5 July.
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Current and upcoming exhibitions at the Zentrum Paul Klee

Le Corbusier. The Order of Things
until 22.6.2025

Rose Wylie. Flick and Float
19.7.-5.10.2025

Anni Albers. Constructing Textiles
711.2025-22.2.2026

Kosmos Klee. The Collection

Fokus. Cover Star Klee
7.6.-14.9.2025

Fokus. Gego (Gertrud Goldschmidt)
19.9.2025-18.1.2026

Opening hours

Tuesday-Sunday
10:00-27:00

Monday closed

Contact

Cédric Zubler
Communication & Media relations

press@zpk.org
+41 31328 09 93

Accreditation for media representatives

Admission to all exhibitions at the Zentrum Paul Klee is free for media
representatives with a valid press card.

Please fill in the digital accreditation form which you can either access
via zpk.org/en/ueber-uns/medien/ akkreditierung or by screening the
QR-Code before your visit.

Press office Zentrum Paul Klee
+4131328 09 93 Monument im Fruchtland 3, 3006 Bern
press@zpk.org zpk.org
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